' | ENTER OUR
NATIONAL
S OChapiic  PHOTO CONTEST

HOTELS &

" NEIGHBORH00DS
| ’ Page 732
YOU LL LOVE  VOLCANIC,

ICELAND

INTO THE HEART
OF p: | WILD LAND

l’age 62

S $6.99CAN |

70989"3682¢2

ationalgeographic.com




Contents | coLumns aNp pDEPARTMENTS

THE COLUMNS

13 REAL ‘I'RAVEL Want to powerfullv (.apture the essence of a foreign land? Just inhale through your nose.

20 THE lNSlDER Chnstopher hlhott explores whs more U S axrports aren t accessxble via mass transit.

24 TALBS FROM THE FRONT]ER In Mongolia, local tour operators facc off against mternatmnal mining companies.

66 I can take you up over the volcanol! This is a unique opportunity in human history
We will fly down into the new ice canyon like a slalom. 99 i aiop 2 candron. page 62

BACKSTORY

My Big Fat Brazilian Honeymoon

uring my honeymoon on Brazil's Costa Verde last year, two of the places
D where my new husband and | stayed were such hidden gems that | had

to share them once | got back to the office. Traveler contributing edi-
tor Daisann McLane ended up visiting both the Casa Turquesa in Parati and the
pousada in Picinguaba as part of this year's “Stay List: Our Favorite Hotels in
South America” (page 52).
The pressure to find the per-
fect post-wedding escape had
hung heavy on my shoulders,
until | realized that the idea
of what constitutes romance
isn't universal. Several days
on a sailboat wouldn't float
for my groom, who is prone
to turn green when out at sea.
And the thought of sipping
mai tais all day left me bored.
But our rich-in-culture Brazil-
ian getaway turned out to be
just what we were looking for.
We watched Crayola-colored
boats bob in a harbor, ate
grilled fish at tiny beachside
restaurants, and strolled the
cobblestone streets, chatting
with the locals who waved
from their windows. It was
our version of bliss. —Janelle
Nanos, assistant editor

Newlywed Nanos
takes in the sunset
on honeymoon in
Picinguaba, Brazil.

Experience A dive with hundreds of
sharks near Costa Rica’s remote Cocos
[sland is areminder that the oceanis a
destination in itself. page 47
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sense of place, authent1c1ty
a sustainability ethic, and
community mvolvement

tops outat 80 (see page 58);

Featured here are sample
properties in each of three
categories: in town, outside
of town, and in the wilds.
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“Ahotelroom

1s more than just a place to sleep and shower. It is

a threshold to an unfamiliar place and culture.”

I wrote that in Cheap Hotels, a book inspired by more than 1,001
nights on the road as a newspaper travel columnist. For over six
years, hotels were my home, my travel companions, my obses-
sions. My favorites weren’t superluxurious; some weren’t even
hotels. One of my most transcendent overnights was spent on a |
tatami mat in a Buddhist monastery near Osaka, Japan. I listened
to monks chant at dawn. Good hotels have a strong sense of place,




letting you know you are somewhere—even if that somewhere
isn't alsvays an easy place 1o setde intd at first. South America 1s
a terrific place to find these hotels. Through their owners (often
eccentrics) and staft (usually local). through thoughtful design
and fluency in local ways, they help vou settle in—and more,
These propertes are cultural engines—moving you into the heart
of where you want to be

Our 2011 Stay List South America reveals how much the hotel
scene has evolved on this continent. With nising economies,
incomes, and tourism, many hotels are catering to savvy travelers,
connecting them 1o traditions and the environment, Our selections
are outstanding not because they stand out, but because they
blend in, I wanted to explore hotels in three categories: in town,
outside of town, and in the wilds, Could I find them in one easy-
to-reach area? Yes, it turns oul. In Parati, Brazil.

A town of about 33,000 on Brazil's Costa Verde {“green
coast™), Paran sits halfwav between Rie de Janeiro and Sao Paulo
and can be considered a laboratory for the new eco-conscious
Larin American hotel scene. The 17th-century ity fell into decline
but was rediscovered by artsts and creative entrepreneurs about a
decade ago, It's become a crucible of sustainable tourism develop-
ment, short-listed for UNESCO World Herltage recogniton not
just because of 1ts handsome blocks of Portuguese colonial build-
ings but for its surroundings. Here, I'd experience the indigenous
landscape of Brazil: white sand beaches, a turquoise bay sprinkled
with tiny islands. walls of mountains Jush with rain forest,

Brazil prides itself on its sustainable credentials; it is said 10
have one of the greenest of the world's major economies. Not
surprisingly, it's the rare property that docsn’t liberally inject the
prefix “eco” into its literature. But I wanted more than a label. So
| turned on my hotel radar to find three unique places.

INTOWN
CASA TURQUESA
How do you know you've found & perfect place to stay? Sometimes
it only takes a single c-mail: “What good news that you can come!
I'll be happy to receive you in my home.” Even before 1 landed
in Brazil,Teté Etrusco, who owns the Casa Turquesa guesthouse
in Paratd’s old colonial town, was treating me like an old friend.
*Welcome, Daisann,” she says as I arrive around noon. Etrusco
is petite, slim, with curdy brown hair and the coiled intensity of a
dancer. She whips into action, pulling out a map to guide me to
a favorite haunt, just across the colomal town square, for lunch.
*You want to go to Reftgio,” she says, “Sit outside—yvou can
rarch the boats. Don’t bother ordering a big plate, too much food,
too expensive. Just ask for the appetizer version of the prawns
stuffed with farefa, vou know it? Brazilian toasted manioc?”
Casa Turquesa is a meticulously restored 18th-century house
with hardwood floors and candy-colored paintings by local artists.
Each room is named after a color, and Etrusco hands me the key
1o the house's namesake “Turquesa.” It's large, white, with colorful
pillows and wooden shutters that open to a courtyard and blazing
tropical hight. I've never been to Casa Turquesa before, but this
is familiar territory: the private Latin American home converted
into a luxunious vet laid-back guesthouse. A generation ago, South
Americans of the upper class didn’t need a hotel culture hecause
they had second or third houses in the country, in colonial cities,

Clockwise from Jeft: At Coupé in colonial Paraty, every night feels like a
party; Parati's bay, impossibly picturesque, can be viewed from Refigio,
ancther popular restaurant in town. Prawns stuffed with farofa (toasted
manioc) is a traditional dish here.







